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KOKANEE GLACIER PARK 

S i t u a t e d no r th and east o f N e l s o n , i n the r e g i on be 
tween S locan and Kootenay Lakes , t h i s mountain park o f 
6U,000 acres i s f a r enough o f f the route o f the t o u r i s t t o 
have r e t a i n e d i t s w i l d e rness aspec t . Undeveloped except 
f o r some access roads and some e a r l y mine workings i t i s 
ma in l y a mountain park averag ing about 9,000 f ee t i n e l e 
v a t i o n . The road up i n e a r l y August was i n f a i r shape 
except towards the end o f i t s t en m i l e l eng th when the 
heavy r u n - o f f o f t h i s y ea r was making i t s cont inued e x i s 
tence look d o u b t f u l . S m a l l c a t a r a c t s o f t en over f lowed the 
c o n d u i t s , and l a r g e rocks had a tendency t o f a l l i n t o the 
t i r e t r a c k s . 

However, such minor hazards were more than compen
sa ted f o r by M o l l y Gibson Lake where we were a l l owed t o 
camp. From tha t l ake at about 5,000 f e e t , t o Kokanee Lake 
i s a reasonably easy w a l k , f i r s t on a rough f i r e road and 
then by path t o about the 7,000 foot l e v e l . There were 
many f lowers a long the way; t w i n - f l o w e r s , t i g e r l i l i e s , 
v i o l e t s , monkshood and p a i n t b r u s h . I n one open spot were 
mountain f o rge t -me-no ts , w i t h p ink p a i n t b r u s h , meadowrue 
and columbine - a l o v e l y w i l d bouquet. Th i s y e a r , w i t h the 
r u n - o f f so l a t e , the snow began at 6,500 f ee t and we found 
Kokanee Lake s t i l l i c e covered except at the w a t e r f a l l 
f l ow ing i n and at the r i v e r f l ow ing ou t . I t was q u i t e a 
change from the 95° heat o f Ne l son . The l a k e i s a t r u l y 
b e a u t i f u l s p o t , r i n g e d by snowcapped mounta ins . We came t o 
i t over a l p ine meadows s t i l l q u i t e deep i n snow except 
where streams and the hot sun were making c l e a r pa t ches . 
I n these patches were growing thousands o f e r y th ron iums , 
anemones and g l obe f l owe r s , many o f them w i t h t h e i r feet i n 
water . To complete our p l e a s u r e , a marmot w h i s t l e d sha rp l y 
to warn h i s a l l i e s o f a marauding fox which ran s w i f t l y up 
the mounta ins ide , tu rned t o look back at us and d i s 
appeared i n t o a c r e v i c e o f r o ck . 



26 

We saw s e v e r a l o ther h i k e r s , some o f whom were going on 
along the lakeshore and over a low pass t o a hut where they 
would spend the n i g h t . From there i t i s p o s s i b l e t o exp lore 
the whole a rea and the g l a c i e r i t s e l f . 

On our r e t u r n to our t en t at Mo l l y Gibson we were 
amused and cur ious to see a Volkswagen surrounded by c h i c 
ken w i r e as i f caged. La t e r t ha t n i g h t we found the r eason , 
when a l a r g e corpu lent porcupine chose t o gnaw the t i r e s o f 
our c a r . He made qu i t e a d i n as he attempted to get a d i e t 
o f sodium c h l o r i d e from the t i r e s and the unders ide o f the 
c a r . Only g rudg ing ly d i d he waddle o f f a f t e r three s leepy 
but determined e f f o r t s on our p a r t t o g i ve him a s c a r e . A l l 
those myths about the " po rky " shoo t ing h i s q u i l l s came to 
mind as h i s b r i s t l e o f p r o t e c t i v e armour was turned i n our 
d i r e c t i o n . We were at l e a s t comforted by the r e c o l l e c t i o n 
tha t he i s a v e g e t a r i a n . I f ever you l eave your ca r f o r a 
few days i n the mounta ins , you are adv ised to cage your c a r 
c a r e f u l l y , o r e l s e prov ide a t a s t y d i s t r a c t i o n i n the form 
o f a s a l t l i c k a p e r i t i f . 

Try a v i s i t t o Kokanee before i t i s developed. 

M.E. W. 

Black and white sketch of Porcupine by Joan Larson 
Oak Bay Senior Secondary School 

i . . . 

CHRISTMAS COUNTS 

The dates and compi le rs of f our Vancouver I s l a n d Counts 
have been announced as f o l l o w s : 

V i c t o r i a : Sunday December 26 - J . B . Tatum, 
isl6-3l87 Shelbourne S t r e e t 

Duncan: Saturday December 18 - J . J . C o m e r , R . R . I , Duncan 
Pender I s l a n d s : Tuesday December 21 - Mr . & Mrs . A. B rooks , 

R . R . I , Por t Washington 
Comox: Monday December 27 - Mr . & Mrs . S . Be lsom, Box 308, 

Comox 

P a r t i c i p a n t s are asked t o contact the compi lers i n ad 
vance. P a r t i c i p a n t s i n the V i c t o r i a Count be fore December 
19, and sub-area l eaders by November 20. 

The N a t i o n a l Audubon S o c i e t y fee f o r p a r t i c i p a n t s i s 
$1.00. V i c t o r i a N .H.S . Members p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the V i c 
t o r i a Count pay 50#, the r e s t be ing s u b s i d i z e d by the 
S o c i e t y . The Count P e r i o d i s December l 8 t o January 2. 

J.B, Tatvm 
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BIRDS REPORTED 

by M. and L . Slocombe, 3131* Henderson Road (592-90^7) 

Golden p l o v e r (2) - September 18 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 
and C l ove r P o i n t 

A .R . Davidson 
P e c t o r a l sandpiper (7) - September 18 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 

A .R . Davidson 
Say*s Phoebe ( l ) - September 21 Bedford Woods 
Whi t e - th roa ted sparrow ( l ) - September 21 — Bedford Woods 
Lewis 1 Woodpecker ( l ) - September 21 Bedford Woods 

R. McKenz ie -Gr ieve 
Lapland Longspur (6) - October 1 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 

R. Muirhead 
Spot ted Sandpiper (3) - October 2 Esquimal t Lagoon 

A .R . Davidson 
Great Horned Owl ( l ) - October 10 A l l r i d g e P o i n t 

B . McLintock 
L o n g - b i l l e d Dowitcher (5) - October 16 Lochside Dr i ve 

A .R . Davidson 
Horned Lark ( l6) - October l 6 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 
Snow Bunt ing ( l ) - October l 6 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 
Peregr ine F a l c o n ( l ) - October l 6 Tay l o r Beach 

Group f i e l d t r i p 

ADDENDA 

The screech owl i s back i n i t s ho l e i n the oak at 

610 F ou l Bay Road. S e v e ra l r epo r t s have been r e c e i v ed o f 

p i p i t s by the hundreds i n l a t e September and b a n d - t a i l e d 

pigeons are i n abundance feed ing on the heavy acorn c r op . 

E r i c Porcher spo t t ed a s i l v e r - h a i r e d bat i n E s q u i m a l t , not 

a b i r d , t o be s u r e , but an i n t e r e s t i n g s i g h t i n g . Good 

b i r d i n g everyone, and be sure t o phone i n your r e p o r t s . 
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BEARS EVERYWHERE! 

" I ' m d r i v i n ' a long see , and I spot the l i t t l e crummy (a 
s m a l l t r u c k f o r t a k i n g men to work) parked hes ide the r oad . 
We l l the re *s a guy s i t t i n g i n the f r on t seat and I 'm won
der ing what the h e l l h e ' s d o i n 1 not be ing on the job - and 
so he lp me Moses i t ' s a bear s i t t i n 1 t h e r e " r e l a t e d the 
road c o n s t r u c t i o n foreman i n Wel ls Gray P a r k . 

And so the bear s t o r i e s r o l l e d i n as I t r a v e l l e d i n 
Wel ls Gray park at tempt ing t o f i n d enough sunshine t o 
photograph a K lahan i e TV program. (The l ong hot s p e l l o f 
summer came to an end the day I p i c k e d up camera and t r i 
pod and s t a r t e d o f f . I t always does.) 

The bear problem was dramat ized at Spahata Creek P a r k , 
a roads ide park about f i f t e e n m i l e s from We l l s Gray . As I 
drove i n I n o t i c e d a success i on o f garbage cans dumped 
ove r , t h e i r contents strewn about . And along a few hundred 
feet a two -yea r - o l d b l a c k was m e t h o d i c a l l y checking can 
a f t e r can . The campers appeared s t r a n g e l y a p a t h e t i c . And 
why not - f o r one group t o l d me the bear made a complete 
round every h a l f - h o u r . The nove l t y o f p i c k i n g up t h e i r can 
and mess had worn o f f , and now the cute bear was regarded 
as a darn nu i sance . 

The same problem was encountered at every campsite and 
reached i t s peak at the c o n s t r u c t i o n camp. 

The reason f o r bear everywhere went back to our c o l d 
wet s p r i n g . The s o a p a l l o l i e s and h u c k l e b e r r i e s d i d n ' t get 
p o l l i n a t e d so b e r r i e s were n o n - e x i s t e n t . But campers came 
by the hundreds and heaped a l l s o r t s o f goodies i n garbage 
cans. And at the road c o n s t r u c t i o n camp the knowing bears 
wa i t ed f o r the cook t o appear at the back door. A cook 's 
h e l p e r , a newcomer, wa l t z ed out h i s f i r s t day l i t e r a l l y 
i n t o the arms o f a b i g b e a r . He b a r e l y s tayed long enough 
t o pack h i s c l o t h e s . 

The camp garbage dump, a l though low i n a e s t h e t i c appea l , 
d i d prov ide a concen t ra t i on o f b e a r , and an oppor tun i t y t o 
study them at c lose range. 

I was amazed at how q u i c k l y a w i l d animal accepted the 
presence o f man. I n a couple o f days a fu r r y newcomer 
would be qu i t e at home and h a r d l y take n o t i c e o f a human. 
There was l i t t l e o r no show o f h o s t i l i t y and you had the 
f e e l i n g you c o u l d s a f e l y rub s h o u l d e r s , as t o speak. 
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Each bear soon showed a d i s t i n c t c h a r a c t e r . Some were 
amiab le , everybody 's f r i e n d . One had a mise rab l e d i s p o s i 
t i o n and a l though s m a l l i n s i z e , kept p u t t i n g the run on 
any bear tha t came too c l o s e . A brown w i t h two s m a l l cubs 
would d r i v e away a l l o ther bears be fore b r i n g i n g i n her 
young t o f eed . Some were cur ious and would c l imb i n t o a 
t r u c k o r s tand up and peer i n the window o f my Volkswagen 
b u s . 

The h a r r i e d Park s t a f f were faced w i t h a m u l t i s i d e d 
prob lem. People dea r l y l i k e t o see bears but when one i n 
s i s t s on s o r t i n g through your t r a i l e r o r s t a r t s roaming 
around w i t h the k i d s then t h e r e ' s a l o u d howl f o r h e l p . 
Shoot ing them as f a s t as they appear i s h a r d l y c r i c k e t . 

So a troublesome c rea ture was l u r e d i n t o a b i g b a r r e l 
type o f t r a p and ca r t ed o f f - but o f f where? The one road 
from Clearwater on the Nor th Thompson to C learwater Lake 
about f i f t y m i l e s d i s t a n t i s spaced w i t h camps and camp
s i t e s . F i v e o r s i x m i l e s was about as f a r as b r u i n c ou ld 
be removed from the problem a r ea so there was a good 
chance he would appear a g a i n . 

Rubbing noses w i t h humans f o r s e v e r a l months h a r d l y 
f i t s them t o escape the Great White Hunter who r ep laces 
the campers soon a f t e r Labour Day. 

Darn those c h i l l e d bees who d i d n ' t do t h e i r job l a s t 
s p r i n g I 

Chess Lyons 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. P. Van Den Driesshe — 2375 Queenswood Drive 
Dr. and Mrs. W.W. Newcombe - - #12 - 686 S t . Pat r i ck Street 
Mrs. H.M. Ainscough 1665 Hollywood Crescent 
Mrs. D.B. Grossmith 305 - 1050 Richardson St reet 
Mrs. E. Da is ie Cattos 305 - 1555 Richmond Avenue 
Dr. C h r i s t i n e K. Mather 117 - 1680 Poplar S t reet 
Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Richardson 643 Beach Drive 
Mrs. M.B. W i l l i n g 304 - 2120 Cadboro Bay Road 
Mrs. Shelagh J . Aldous 2811 Tudor Avenue 
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YOUR DELEGATE'S REPORT 

The Vernon N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Soc i e t y was host t h i s year 
t o the annual f a l l meeting o f the Federa t i on o f B r i t i s h 
Columbia N a t u r a l i s t s . The weather co-operated b e a u t i f u l l y 
f o r the two-day event . B r i g h t sunshine and 60° tempera
tures greeted the t h i r t y delegates and observers who came 
from a l l p a r t s o f the p r o v i n c e . 

Saturday October 9 , the bus iness meeting got o f f t o a 
r ous ing s t a r t on the ques t i on o f a b e t t e r name f o r the new 
P a c i f i c Rim N a t i o n a l Pa rk . Most o f the delegates favoured 
" W i c k a n i n n i s h " o r "Maquinna" i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f the h i g h l y 
developed Ind ian c u l t u r e s o f our West Coas t . 

D i s c u s s i o n cont inued on important matters o f P r o v i n 
c i a l Government p o l i c y r e l a t i n g t o Resource Development; 
s l a s h burn ing on steep s lopes and W i l d R ive rs d e s i g n a t i o n . 

The Fede ra t i on w i l l send a s t r o n g l y worded p r o t e s t 
aga ins t the Amchitka b l a s t t o the Un i t ed Sta tes S ta t e De
partment toge ther w i t h copies t o the Sov i e t Embassy and 
the New York Times and Washington Post newspapers. 

Perhaps the most important work o f the day was the 
d i s c u s s i o n which arose from the Conserva t ion Committee's 
r e s o l u t i o n s presented by Norm P u r c e l l o f the Vancouver 
C lub . The f i r s t o f these concerned the appointment o f a 
member to the Conservat ion Committee by each member c l u b . 
Th is enables bo th a broader coverage o f the Prov ince f o r 
v i t a l i s sues and a f a s t e r Federa t i on response to them. 
Other va luab l e r e s o l u t i o n s passed r e l a t e d t o : The L i f e -
sav ing T r a i l boundar ies between Po r t Renfrew and Bamf ie ld 
t o inc lude a minimum h a l f - m i l e s t r i p i n l a n d from the t r a i l 
as w e l l as T s u s i a t , Squal icum and Hob i ton Lakes ; the s e t 
t i n g as ide o f parks i n the development o f Northern B r i t i s h 
Columbia; the need f o r f a s t a c t i o n on Yukon N a t i o n a l Parks 
the oppos i t i on t o the Moran Dam and i t s p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t 
t o salmon. 

The day ended w i t h a c o c k t a i l hour a t the i n t e r e s t i n g 
f ine o l d home o f the p ioneer Mackie f a m i l y . Th i s was f o l 
lowed by an e x c e l l e n t banquet a t a r e s o r t o ve r l ook ing 
Ok an agan Lake. The Vernon N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Soc i e t y e n t e r 
t a i n e d the delegates w i t h a l i v e l y s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 
t h e i r c lub a c t i v i t i e s . These i n c l u d e d e f f o r t s t o preserve 
va luab l e n a t u r a l areas around Vernon, a canoe t r i p around 
Bowron Lake and a Great D i v ide t r a i l h i k e i n the Rock i e s . 
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Sunday's f i e l d t r i p , l e d by J im G r a n t , took everyone 
up to the f o r t y acre western l a r c h s tand near Lumby. Th i s 
f i n e s tand i s now p r o t e c t e d by an E c o l o g i c a l Reserve des
i g n a t i o n . The p r e s e r v a t i o n o f these t r e es i s s y m b o l i c a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t t o the a c t i v i t y o f the Fede ra t i on o f B r i t i s h 
Columbia N a t u r a l i s t s and was a f i t t i n g end t o a s u c c e s s f u l 
meet ing w i t h our f e l l o w c lubs throughout the P r o v i n c e . 

Kerry R. Joy 

CERATOPHYLLUS PELECANI - A NEW FLEA FOR CANADA 

At 6:30 a.m. on March 19, 1971* I r e c e i v ed a te lephone 
c a l l from Mrs . J . L . Climenhaga o f Newport A v e n u e , V i c t o r i a , 
t o r epor t t ha t an owl was be ing mobbed by crows i n he r 
ne ighbour ' s garden. I i n v e s t i g a t e d and found t h a t the b i r d 
was a Long-eared Owl , a very r a r e b i r d i n our a r ea . The 
owl was u n f o r t u n a t e l y i n j u r e d and i t d i e d l a t e r the same 
day. The body was taken t o the P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 

This s i g h t i n g r a i s e d an i n t e r e s t i n g q u e s t i o n , f o r , 
a l though Vancouver I s l a n d i s sometimes thought o f as be ing 
i n the breed ing range o f t h i s s p e c i e s , t h i s has never been 
proved and there had been no c e r t a i n records f o r V i c t o r i a 
s ince 192^. I s the Long-eared Owl a r a r e and e l u s i v e r e s i 
dent tha t has escaped n o t i c e a l l these years? Or are the 
few s i g h t i n g s records o f migra tory t r a n s i e n t s ? 

A c t i n g on a hunch t h a t the f l e a s on the owl might f u r 
n i s h a c l u e , I sent them t o Mr . F . G . A . M . S m i t , Custod ian 
o f the R o t h s c h i l d F l e a C o l l e c t i o n ( B r i t i s h Museum) f o r de
t e r m i n a t i o n . They were a male and two female C e r a t o p h y l l i d 
f l e a s i d e n t i f i e d as C e r a t o p h y l l u s p e l e c a n i . Th i s spec i es 
was f i r s t d esc r i bed by Augustson as r e c e n t l y as 19^2 from 
Brown P e l i c a n s i n C a l i f o r n i a , though i t i s a l s o found on 
o ther west coast s e a b i r d s . Owls f r equen t l y p i c k up f l eas 
from t h e i r p r e y ; the owl would the re f o re be an a c c i d e n t a l 
hos t r a t h e r than the pr imary h o s t . 

I l a t e r heard from D r . G .P . H o l l a n d o f the Department 
o f A g r i c u l t u r e , Ottawa, t h a t t h i s i s a new f l e a r e c o r d f o r 
Canada. Th is s t r o n g l y suggests t h a t the owl was a migrant 
r a t h e r than an e l u s i v e r e s i d e n t , but i t i s a l s o p o s s i b l e 
t ha t the f l e a occurs r e g u l a r l y here but has been ove r 
l ooked . S ince there are many C a l i f o r n i a records o f i t s 
occurrence on Western G u l l s , o r n i t h o l o g i s t s engaged i n 
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banding Glaucous-winged G u l l s near here shou ld keep a l o o k 
out f o r t h i s f l e a . 

There i s e v i d e n t l y much work tha t can be done by ama
teurs on the f l eas o f Vancouver I s l a n d and the w r i t e r w i l l 
be g lad t o r ece i v e f l eas p rov ided they are l a b e l l e d w i t h 
the h o s t , l o c a l i t y , date and c o l l e c t o r . F leas can be sought 
on p e t s , farm an ima l s , the p e r son , and on b i r d s and mammals 
found r e c e n t l y dead. On no account , o f course , shou ld any
one attempt t o k i l l a b i r d o r mammal f o r the purpose o f 
c o l l e c t i n g f l e a s . 

J.B. Tatvm 

REGIONAL WEATHER VARIATIONS 

The n a t u r a l h i s t o r y o f the Saanich P e n i n s u l a i s e s p e c i 
a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g f o r the v a r i e t y i t o f f e r s . P a r t l y t h i s i s . 
a r e s u l t o f the meeting here o f sea and l a n d and o f the 
v a r i a t i o n i n s o i l types and the ex i s t ence o f rock ou t c rops . 
A l s o , though, i t r e f l e c t s an i n t e r e s t i n g v a r i a b i l i t y i n l o 
c a l c l i m a t e . W i t h i n the twenty - f i v e m i l e s o f the P e n i n s u l a 
we r e a l l y have not one c l i m a t e , but a complex patchwork o f 
s e v e r a l . 

L o c a l d i f f e r ences are w e l l documented i n p u b l i c a t i o n s 
o f the Canadian M e t e o r o l o g i c a l Se rv i c e from records o f some 
twenty r e co rd ing s t a t i o n s i n our a r e a , but n a t u r a l i s t s can 
e a s i l y observe many evidences of v a r i a t i o n f o r themse lves . 

D i f f e rences i n r a i n f a l l over the a rea are qu i t e dram
a t i c . The H igh land area r ece i ves w e l l over f o r t y inches pe r 
y e a r , w h i l e Gordon Head records but a l i t t l e over twenty 
i n c h e s . J u s t t en inches l e s s and i t would come c l ose t o 
q u a l i f y i n g as a deser t by one d e f i n i t i o n ! Here i n our l o c a l 
" r a i n shadow" we are l a r g e l y p r o t e c t ed from heavy r a i n s by 
the surrounding mountains which themse lves , i n p l a c e s , r e -
r ece i ve over two hundred inches pe r y e a r . Not many areas i n 
the wor ld e x h i b i t such a change i n so sho r t a d i s t a n c e . 

To f e e l how temperature o f t en v a r i e s l o c a l l y d r i v e Cook 
S t r ee t on a hot summer a f ternoon from about H i l l s i d e t o the 
wate r f ront at Beacon H i l l P a r k . W i t h i n the l a s t few b l o c k s 
you can o f t en f e e l a marked temperature drop - i t may be as 
great as 10° F . These southern shores o f the p e n i n s u l a f r e 
quent ly r ece i v e an onshore f low o f a i r , so tha t they have, 
as Sen io r weatherman A l l a n McQuarrie puts i t , a Juan de 
Fuca c l imate r a t h e r than a Saanich P e n i n s u l a c l ima t e - much 

33 

coo l e r i n summer and r a t h e r warmer i n w i n t e r than the b a l 
ance o f the P e n i n s u l a . 

Other and l e s s pronounced l o c a l temperature d i f f e r ences 
are ev ident t o the weather-watching n a t u r a l i s t . Mount 
Douglas and Mount Tolmie are qu i t e o f t en c o l d enough t o 
have snow caps when surround ing lowlands are hav ing r a i n 
or s l e e t . Colwood, Lang fo rd , and the High lands o f t en have 
snow when the l a n d t o eastward i s e xpe r i enc ing s l e e t , r a i n 
o r even no p r e c i p i t a t i o n . I t i s qu i t e remarkable how o f t en 
the edge o f the snow l i e s r i g h t through Colwood. 

Winds, t o o , o f t en behave i n b a f f l i n g ways. We q u i t e 
commonly have w e s t e r l i e s b l ow ing downslope from the Olym
p i c s over downtown V i c t o r i a - d r y , c o o l , f a i r weather 
w inds . These curve w i t h the s t r a i t s around T r i a l I s l a n d , 
becoming s o u t h e r l i e s and then s o u t h e a s t e r l i e s as they ap
proach the v i c i n i t y o f the a i r p o r t . Near ing the h i l l s o f 
S a l t s p r i n g and the Malahat t h i s a i r i s f o r ced t o r i s e , 
c o o l s , and o f t en produces c louds and even r a i n . P i t y the 
weatherman! 

Our c l imate i s c l a s s e d by some a u t h o r i t i e s as " M e d i t e r 
ranean " . I t makes i n t e r e s t i n g read ing t o d i g out records 
f o r southern European p o i n t s and make the comparison. 
V a l e n c i a ' s weather a f fo rds some c l o s e p a r a l l e l s w i t h our 
own, w h i l e even Rome i s n ' t so very d i f f e r e n t . I n f a c t a 
l i t t l e browsing through the weather o f the r e s t o f the 
wo r l d convinces t h i s w r i t e r t h a t we do p r e t t y w e l l ! 

Ted Underbill 

"ONE SPILL WILL KILL" 

The U .S . i s f u l l o f problems 
And now t h e y ' r e a f t e r u s . 
We a l l say , "Keep your t ankers away!" 
But they don ' t l i s t e n to a word we say . 
And one w i l l s p i l l , 
We're sure i t w i l l ! 
W e ' l l have t o wave goodbye 
To B . C . ' s s u f f e r i n g sock-eye . 

Brian Langridge (age 12) 
1729 Greenmount Avenue 

Port Coquitlam, B.C. 
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EUROPEAN GREY PARTRIDGE {Perdix perdix L.) 

We are s t i l l very fo r tunate i n hav ing a s m a l l flock, o f 
Grey P a r t r i d g e s now r e s t r i c t e d to the genera l a rea o f the 
P a t r i c i a Bay A i r f i e l d . 

These i n t e r e s t i n g g a l l i f o r m e s , na t i v e t o Europe and 
Western A s i a , were f i r s t brought t o America about one 
hundred years ago from stock i n Hungary. Thus the common 
names o f Hun and Hungarian P a r t r i d g e . These f i r s t i n t r o d u c 
t i o n s , i n the Southern Un i t ed S t a t e s , apparent ly f l o u r i s h e d 
f o r some time but e v e n t u a l l y d isappeared . I t was not u n t i l 
the e a r l y 1900's tha t success was ach i eved , t h i s time i n 
more nor the rn l o c a t i o n s . 

Cons ide r ing B r i t i s h Columbia o n l y , i n 190U f i f t y - s e v e n 
b i r d s were i n t r oduced near Vancouver and i n 1908-09 over 
f i v e hundred were r e l eased i n the V i c t o r i a a r ea . These and 
many other r e l eases made at t ha t t ime are c i t e d i n the 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum Handbook No.I**, 

A l i e n Animals i n B r i t i s h Columbia: 

For the next f o r t y - f i v e years the s t a t e o f the p a r t 
r idges i n t h i s area i s vague but one r eco rd i n Munro and 
Cowan, 19^7 s t a t e s : 

" V i c t o r i a , May 5, 1928 - eggs (w)" 
The f i r s t r e l i a b l e records o f recent t imes were made 

by Mr. A .R . Davidson who has informed me tha t he observed 
Huns i n the area o f Uplands G o l f Course and where the U n i 
v e r s i t y o f V i c t o r i a now s t ands . H is e a r l i e s t r e co rd had t en 
b i r d s s i g h t e d near F inne r t y Road i n 1955. H is l a s t observa
t i o n i n the V i c t o r i a a rea was i n August 1959 o f e i g h t b i r d s 
between B lenk insop Road and Lost Lake . E a r l i e r t ha t y e a r , 
January , Mr . Tom Br iggs repor ted s i x o f the p a r t r i d g e s i n 
h i s y a r d on North Shelbourne S t r e e t near Mount Douglas P a r k . 

From such records there appears to be a movement out 
o f V i c t o r i a northward. I t i s now i n t e r e s t i n g t o add one ob
s e r va t i on which I have i n my r e co rd book w i t h a ques t i on 
mark f o l l o w i n g . While wa lk ing at I s l a n d View Beach one 
October a f ternoon i n i960 I caught a g l impse o f about 
twelve b i r d s f l y i n g i n t o cover which I s t r o n g l y suspected 
t o be Hungarian P a r t r i d g e s . 

S ince tha t time a l l records o f the P a r t r i d g e s have 
been from North Saanich between P a t r i c i a Bay and S idney . 
Fo l l ow ing i s a l i s t o f the y e a r l y h i gh counts i n tha t a rea 
over the pas t t en years made by Mr . Davidson and myse l f . 
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I t shou ld be understood t h a t o the r counts o f 2 - 9 b i r d s 
were recorded dur ing t h a t p e r i o d as w e l l . 

January 1961 12 b i r d s 
September 196k Hi b i r d s 
February 1965 7 b i r d s 
January 1966 13 b i r d s 
September 1966 31+ b i r d s 
January 1967 16 b i r d s 
November 1968 9 b i r d s 
February 1969 lk b i r d s 
December 1969 8 b i r d s 
March 1971 9 b i r d s 

The counts o f lk i n February 1969 and 9 i n March 1971 
were o f b i r d s a t t r a c t e d t o a feed ing s t a t i o n I had e s t ab 
l i s h e d p r i n c i p a l l y f o r s k y l a r k s dur ing pe r i ods o f heavy 
s n o w f a l l . 

I t seems ev ident tha t over the l a s t s i x t e e n years 
numbers from 10 t o l 6 have been r a t h e r constant and the 
average o f h i gh counts stands at 13 . I have become p a r 
t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the f a c t o r o r f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d 
r e s u l t i n g i n counts back down t o the average area from the 
h i gh numbers i n the autumn o f 1966. 

Four p o s s i b i l i t i e s r e a d i l y come t o mind which c ou ld 
prov ide the reason or reasons l i m i t i n g the Grey P a r t r i d g e s 
and these a r e : 

1. Hunt ing and t r a p p i n g 

2. P r eda t i on 

3. Nest M o r t a l i t y 

U. Hab i t a t l i m i t a t i o n 

I n the next i s s u e I w i l l cover these p o i n t s i n some 
d e t a i l i n order t o present some f e a s i b l e causes f o r the 
ex i s t ence o f the b i r d s i n such reduced numbers. 

I am p r e s e n t i n g t h i s a r t i c l e i n the s i n c e r e hope t h a t 
every e f f o r t w i l l be made to prevent any mo l e s t i ng o f 
these p a r t r i d g e s by amateur o r p r o f e s s i o n a l n a t u r a l i s t s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y . 

Ray Beckett 
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PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 1971 

Executive Meeting: 
Tuesday November 2 

Fungus Foray: 
Saturday November 6 

General Meeting: 
Tuesday November 

B i rd F i e l d T r i p : 
Saturday November 20 

Ornithology Meeting: 
Tuesday November 23 

Junior Group: 

8:00 p .m. Board Room lOkU 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

Meet at May f a i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t 
(nor th s i de ) 10:30 a.m. f o r t r i p 
to F r anc i s P a r k . B r i n g lunch 
Leader: Dr . John Paden 
Phone: U7T-69H l o c a l Jk2 ( o f f i c e ) 

o r 383-3702 (home) 

8:00 p .m. Newcombe Aud i t o r ium P r o 
v i n c i a l Museum (south entrance) 
Mrs . J . Woo l l e t t w i l l g i v e an 
i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k on: 

"The I n t e r t i d a l Zone o f the 
P a c i f i c Rim N a t i o n a l Pa rk " 

Meet at May fa i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t 
(nor th s i de ) 9:30 a.m. o r 
Esquimal t Lagoon 10:00 a.m. 
B r i n g lunch 
Leader: R. Muirhead 38U-6205 

8:00 p .m. Board Room hoi P r o v i n 
c i a l Museum 

Meet every Saturday 1:30 p.m. at 
May fa i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t (nor th 
s ide ) f o r f i e l d t r i p 
Leader: Freeman K i n g U79-2966 
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